There is perhaps no portion of human anatomy of greater interest, and especially to the dental student, than that which relates to the cranium and face. The 
For example?the marked delicacy of feature, and greater abundance of cellular and adipose tissues, indicate at a glance the female face. Again, the well known peculiarities in the distribution of the bones, particularly in the absence of teeth, the redundance of fat, and the slight muscular developement, in the plump and inexpressive face of infancy?whilst in the aged we have the reverse of this, the furrowed features and the pinched expression occasioned by the deficiency of fat, and the prominence of firm and rigid muscles.
And as time writes unerringly his wrinkle on the brow, so, no less surely do the traits of character stamp their impress 011 the face, which indeed might well be termed the " mirror of the soul."
Most of the superficial muscles of the head and face, differ in several particulars from those of other regions ; they are destitute of that dense fascia which constitutes so uniform a covering to other muscles; and with a few exceptions, there is no tendinous structure entering into their formation.
They lie closely attached to the skin, and their fibres are del.icate and pale, so that their dissection is often tedious, and to the inexperienced, one of considerable difficulty. Regarding their function, these muscles are in part both voluntary and involuntary, and therefore come under the class of such as are termed mixed muscles.
Opposite the orbitary and buccal cavities of the skull, the skin presents transverse eliptical openings, which under the influence of will, may be tightly closed, or widely opened ; each of these cavities is surrounded by a particular orbicular muscle, which, by its contraction, closes the orifice that it encircles ; but here its capacity ends, and the office of opening or dilating the orifice belongs to other muscles, which radiate as it were from these sphincters, their outer extremities being inserted into adjacent osseous surfaces, from which positions they are enabled to perform the double motions which dilate the orifices, and expand the features generally. Its office is to elevate the integuments of the forehead into transverse wrinkles, raise the eye-brows and cause them slightly to diverge, making tense the skin of the upper lids, and thus exposing the eye-ball as in the act of staring. If the anterior portion be fixed, then the action of the muscle is to draw the scalp downwards and forwards.
The use of the pyramidalis nasi is much' the same, it is inserted into the compressor nasi muscle as it spreads over the nose, and by its contraction elevates the integuments of this region of the face, though to a very slight degree, its chief office being, to serve as a fixed point to the frontalis. Still external to the levator proprius, are two similar muscles passing diagonally over the cheek from without inwards, the first of these, the zygomaticus minor, arises from the upper part of the malar bone, and from within the circumferance of the orbicularis palpebrarum, and below, loses itself in the skin and the orbicularis oris, thus we see that the thread like fibres of the zygomaticus minor directly connect the two orbicular muscles, aud excites them to simultaneous contraction; occasionally, this little muscle is wanting. Its fellow, however, the zygomaticus major is always present; and is considerably larger, being situated on the outside and a little under the minor, it runs in the same direction, to become blended with the outside of the commissure of the orbicularis oris, and also draws that muscle upwards and outwards.
The caninus or levator anguli oris is the last muscle that we shall notice as connected with the upper portion of the orbicular muscle of the mouth. Its name designates its origin in the middle of the canine fossa, and also indicates its office for it is inserted at the outer portion of the labial commissure, and besides elevating the angle of the mouth, {ilso draws it slightly inwards, thus contributing to important modifications of feature.
We will now glance for a moment at the antagonists of these levator muscles; we find them in the depressors of the lip; and first at the quadratics menti, or depressor la.bii inferioris, this muscle is of rhomboidal form, its pale fibres proceed inferiorly from the inner half of the external oblique line of the inferior maxillary, and from the platysma myoid, of which indeed it is a continuation, for though there is an aponeurotic intersection which indicates the line of separation at the base of the jaw, between the two muscles, yet even this is traversed by a few muscular fibres, which establish the continuity of these muscles; the fibres running upwards, also converge, the deeper portions losing themselves in the deep part of the semi orbicular, the more superficial, passing in front of this muscle, are attached to the integument of the lower lip ; the inner fibres at their upper part decussate with those of the opposite side; and this interlacing of its fibres enables it not only to draw its own side obliquely outwards, but also to pull upon the other half, so as to bring the whole of the lip towards itself.
In the simultaneous action of the two
